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Report on the Global Social and Solidarity Economy Forum in Dakar - Senegal

From May 1st to 6th, 2023 was held in Dakar - Senegal the
sixth edition of the Global Social and Solidarity Economy
Forum under the theme: SOCIAL AND SOLIDARITY
ECONOMY & TERRITORIES: Transitioning from “informal
economies” to collective and sustainable economies for
our territories. About 80 conferences were held during the
entire event in two different formats: Workshops (individual
initiatives) and self-organized sessions.

As a Senegalese national pursuing doctoral studies at
Tokyo University of Foreign Studies (TUFS) in Japan,

my proposal for a project on sustainable agriculture in

a Senegalese commune was selected by the organizers

of the forum. It is from that point that | was selected as

a speaker on the workshop “Governance of local food
systems” of the theme 3: Collective and sustainable ‘green’
economy for the territories, food self-sufficiency and its
governance.

A delegation from our university (TUFS), led by my
supervisor Chikako NAKAYAMA, therefore took part in the
forum by presenting, beyond my individual presentation,
a group session that explored a possible contribution

of an analytical research on sustainability to the real
improvement or development of people's quality of life

in a neo-Polanyian approach. We also made participants
at the forum notice that we had started a collaboration
with women’s cooperatives of Medina Sabakh in Kaolack
region (Senegal) to deepen our solidarity with rural
Senegalese communities. The opportunity was perfect
because the purpose of GSEF appeared suitable for it.
During our group session, we discussed how to empower
people, women especially, and improve their quality of
lives by implementing ideas of sustainable, endogenous
economy, with living conditions restricted by severe
nature (i.e., lack of water) and without recognition by any

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies

levels of political measures. Given the topicality of the
subject of my presentation, | had the privilege of being
one of the 4 people, among the hundreds of participants,
who benefited from a stand made available to me free

of charge by the forum. This allowed us to meet a lot of
people who stopped by our stand. We spoke with many
young Senegalese and others from other African countries
who were interested in our theme but also in Japan and its
economic and technological development.

The forum ended in a closing ceremony chaired by the
outgoing President of the Republic of Senegal. It was a
unique experience in terms of meetings, exchanges and
socio-cultural and economic impact on the participants.
Participating to the GSEF forum in Dakar was possible
thanks to funding from TUFS which almost fully covered my
plane tickets, accommodation and internal travel. That is
the reason why | would like to thank, from the bottom of my
heart, the President of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies,
all the staff, and above all, the donors to the Foundation

of Tokyo University of Foreign Studies for allowing us to
experience those strong sharing moments. Hoping that
other students will be able to benefit from similar financial
support to participate in such interesting forums in Africa.
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